	
[image: image1.png]



	 
	Department of Justice

United States Attorney
District of Montana
	 

	



	WILLIAM W. MERCER
UNITED STATES ATTORNEY
	 
	P.O. Box 1478
Billings, Montana 59103
	(406) 657-6101 


NEWS RELEASE 

	FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

	CONTACT:
	William W. Mercer
United States Attorney for the
District of Montana
(406) 247-4639



MICHAEL RAY BALES SENTENCED IN U.S. DISTRICT COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Billings, on October 28, 2003, before U.S. District Judge Richard F. Cebull, MICHAEL RAY BALES, a 37-year-old resident of Livingston appeared for sentencing.  BALES was sentenced to a term of: 

! 


Prison: 1 year and 9 months

! 


Special Assessment: $100

! 


Supervised Release: 3 years


BALES was sentenced in connection with his guilty plea to making a false statement during a firearms purchase.  On August 6, 2002, information was received by Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives (ATF) that BALES had attempted to purchase a firearm from a federally licensed dealer and was subsequently denied under the National Instant Criminal Background Check System (NICS).  BALES had submitted an ATF F 4473 form to the licensed dealer on which he had responded in the negative that he was under a restraining order involving an intimate partner. 


Further investigation was done and it was discovered that BALES was subject to a court order issued out of City Court in Livingston restraining him from harassing, stalking, and threatening an intimate partner.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Ed Laws prosecuted this case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives.
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