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TIMOTHY W. OMER SENTENCED IN U.S. DISTRICT COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Missoula, on October 29, 2003, before Chief U.S. District Judge Donald W. Molloy, TIMOTHY W. OMER, appeared for sentencing.  OMER was sentenced to a term of: 

! 


Prison: 5 months

! 


Home Detention: 5 months

! 


Special Assessment: $100

! 


Supervised Release: 5 years

! 


Restitution:   $256,445.69

! 


Fine: $3,000


OMER was sentenced after a jury convicted him of bank fraud after a 3-day trial July 2003.  From June 25, 2001 until about October 5, 2001, in Victor and other areas in and outside of Montana, OMER and co-defendants executed or attempted to execute a scheme to defraud Farmers State Bank in Victor, Pacific Northwest Bank in East Wenatchee, Washington, the First Citizens Bank in Polson and the Montana Educators Federal Credit Union in Missoula.


It was part of the scheme that OMER and others engaged in a check kiting scheme involving six separate accounts at the financial institutions set forth above wherein OMER, a co-defendant and others systematically deposited non-sufficient funds (NSF) checks among the six accounts and drew checks against the inflated balance for deposit into another of the accounts; created a “check float”, which is a period of one or more days that pass before a deposited check is credited to an account and is processed and presented for payment from the account upon which it is drawn; and drew checks against these inflated account balances to pay for purchases of goods and services from thirt parties with funds that did not actually exist.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Kris McLean prosecuted this case for the United States.


The investigation was a cooperative effort between the Internal Revenue Service and the Federal Bureau of Investigation.
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