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MICHELLE CAMPBELL SENTENCED IN U.S. DISTRICT COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Billings on October 29, 2003 before Senior U.S. District Judge Jack D. Shanstrom, MICHELLE CAMPBELL, a 31-year-old resident of Minot, North Dakota, appeared for sentencing.  CAMPBELL was sentenced to a term of: 

! 


Probation: 1 year

! 


Special Assessment: $100


CAMPBELL was sentenced in connection with her guilty plea to charges of violations of the Communications Decency Act.  In February of 2001, a female contacted the Sheridan County, Montana, Sheriff’s Office and advised that someone had posted a personal ad on Yahoo.com using her name and setting forth an e-mail address.  The ad, in short, told readers to contact her for sex and gave her home and work telephone numbers.  The woman had received numerous telephone calls from men who indicated that they had been corresponding via e-mail with her and that they were coming to her home in Plentywood to have sex with her.  The woman did not place the ad and suspected that the ad had been placed by CAMPBELL, whom she believed to be the ex-wife of a former boyfriend of the woman.


A Deputy investigated the situation and found that the ad was quite sexually explicit, and invited people to Plentywood for sex.  The person setting up the ad had corresponded via e-mail with some of the responders, and the contacts resulted in the woman receiving a number of sexually explicit phone calls and a visit from one man who traveled to Plentywood.  Further investigation revealed that the ad had been placed by CAMPBELL, and that she had used her work computer to do so.  When questioned, CAMPBELL admitted that she had posted an ad, but could not remember all of the specifics due to stress that she had been under in her life at the time.


CAMPBELL used a computer without disclosing her identity; and the utilization was made with the intent to annoy, abuse, threaten, or harass any person at the called number who received the communication.  The victim was distraught by all of the phone calls, and eventually quit her job and left the state.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Marcia Hurd prosecuted this case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the Federal Bureau of Investigation.
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