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JESSE JAMES JOHNSON PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Billings, on October 29, 2003, before Senior U.S. District Judge Jack D. Shanstrom, JESSE JAMES JOHNSON, a 34-year-old resident of Livingston, pled guilty to charges of possession of a firearm by an unlawful user and addict of a controlled substance. Sentencing is set for January 28, 2004 at 9:00 a.m.


In an Offer of proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that on November 22, 2002 in Livingston the Missouri River Drug Task Force obtained and executed a search warrant for a vehicle driven by JOHNSON.  During the search officers seized approximately 1/4 gram of methamphetamine, two syringes, and one ACC International 9mm semiautomatic pistol.


During an interview, JOHNSON admitted that he was addicted to methamphetamine and that he has used methamphetamine recently.  


An agent with the Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives who is as an expert in interstate nexus would testify that the 9mm semiautomatic pistol traveled through interstate commerce to reach the State of Montana. 


He faces possible penalties of 10 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 3 years supervised release.  This is a Project Safe Neighborhoods case: “catch and no release.”

Assistant U.S. Attorney Ed Laws prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives.
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