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MITCHEL A. MINICK SENTENCED IN U.S. DISTRICT COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Great Falls, on October 31, 2003, before U.S. District Judge Sam E. Haddon, MITCHEL A. MINICK, a 27-year-old resident of Frazer appeared for sentencing.  MINICK was sentenced to a term of: 

! 


Prison: 2 years

! 


Special Assessment: $100

! 


Restitution: $800

! 


Supervised Release: 2 years


MINICK was sentenced in connection with his guilty plea to charges of being in possession of a stolen firearm.  During the year 2001, law enforcement personnel were notified that a burglary of Hi-Line Sports in Wolf Point had taken place.  Various firearms were reported missing, two of them being identified as a Benelli, Model Super Black Eagle, 12-gauge shotgun and a Colt, Model Match Target H-Bar, .223 caliber semi-automatic rifle.


On May 25, 2001, MINICK approached a confidential informant wanting to sell the informant some firearms.  The informant did in fact purchase two firearms from MINICK for $500.00.  Upon examination of the firearms, the serial numbers identically matched the firearms stolen from Hi-Line Sports.  Further investigation revealed that MINICK had purchased the firearms from the informant.  MINICK paid either $200.00 or $250.00 to the informant for the firearms.


An interview of MINICK was conducted on September 20, 2001, and he admitted that he knew the firearms were stolen when he possessed them and then sold them to the informant.  


An expert with Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives examined the two weapons and determined that the shotgun was manufactured in Italy and imported in Maryland.  The Colt was manufactured in Connecticut.  Both weapons had therefore traveled in interstate or foreign commerce, prior to being in MINICK’s possession at or near Wolf Point during May 2001.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Klaus Richter prosecuted this case for the United States.


The investigation was a cooperative effort between the Fort Peck Tribe Criminal Investigations Unit, the Wolf Point Police Department and Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives.
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