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MICHAEL LAWRENCE WAGENSELLER PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Great Falls, on November 3, 2003, before U.S. District Judge Richard F. Cebull, MICHAEL LAWRENCE WAGENSELLER, age 50, pled guilty to one count of conspiracy to distribute methamphetamine and one count of distribution of methamphetamine. Sentencing is set for February 20, 2004, at 8:30 a.m.  WAGENSELLER pled guilty to two counts of the superseding indictment the morning of the trial.


During 1998 and continuing through 2002, at or near Poplar and Wolf Point and other areas, in Montana and other states, WAGENSELLER and other co-defendants conspired to distribute methamphetamine.  


On or about March 6, 2003, near Poplar or Wolf Point, WAGENSELLER distributed less than 50 grams of methamphetamine within 1000 feet of a public housing authority.


He faces possible penalties for conspiracy to distribute methamphetamine of 20 years in prison, a $2,000,000 fine and 3 years supervised release.  For distribution of methamphetamine he faces possible penalties of 20 years in prison, a $1,000,000 fine and 3 years supervised release.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Marcia Hurd prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was a cooperative effort between the Fort Peck Criminal Investigations Unit and the Federal Bureau of Investigation.
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