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PHILLIP LOWELL GRANBY PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Helena, on November 5, 2003, before Senior U.S. District Judge Charles C. Lovell, PHILLIP LOWELL GRANBY, age 43, pled guilty to charges conspiracy to distribute methamphetamine. Sentencing is set for February 5, 2004 at 10:00 a.m.  GRANBY is currently detained.


In an Offer of proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that beginning in January 2003, or before, and continuing through April 6, 2003, in Montana and other areas, GRANBY, along with co-conspirators, knowingly agreed to acquire and possess methamphetamine for redistribution.


During the period of the conspiracy one of the co-conspirators obtained methamphetamine for redistribution to others.
During the period of the conspiracy this person delivered the methamphetamine to Helena and other areas; or alternatively, other co-conspirators would travel to Spokane, Washington, or Coeur d’Alene, Idaho, or cause such travel, to pick up the methamphetamine.


During the period of the conspiracy, GRANBY or co-conspirators would deliver or aid and abet one another in delivering cash to another of the co-conspirators; or alternatively wire transfer funds to him in return for and in payment for methamphetamine.


During the period of the conspiracy, and specifically on or about April 6, 2003, GRANBY and a co-conspirator drove to the Coeur d’Alene, Idaho, area and delivered approximately $9,000.00 in cash to another co-conspirator for the purpose  of obtaining methamphetamine. 


GRANBY faces possible penalties of a mandatory minimum 10 years to life in prison, a $4,000,000 fine and 5 years supervised release.  As a result of the above offense, GRANBY shall forfeit to the United States any property constituting or derived from, proceeds obtained, directly or indirectly, which were intended to be used in any manner to commit or facilitate the violation.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Bernie Hubley prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was a cooperative effort between the Federal Bureau of Investigation, the Helena High Intensive Drug Trafficking Area (HIDTA) Task Force and Couerd’Alene law enforcement.
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