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JERAMY OHMSTEDE PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Billings, on November 4, 2003, before U.S. District Judge Richard F. Cebull, JERAMY OHMSTEDE, a resident of Hardin, pled guilty to charges of distribution of methamphetamine and being an unlawful user of a controlled substance in possession of a firearm. Sentencing is set for January 28, 2004, at 9:00 a.m.  OHMSTEDE is currently detained.


During the hearing OHMSTEDE acknowledged that from early January 2002 through May 2002, in Billings, he obtained methamphetamine from one person and redistributed the drug to another person.  A witness reported that she obtained ounce and multi-ounce quantities up to one-quarter pound at a time from OHMSTEDE. 

 
On October 24, 2002, in Billings, OHMSTEDE, at the time being an unlawful drug user, possessed at least thirteen firearms that were seized from his personal residence.  Witnesses would have testified that OHMSTEDE was an unlawful user and addicted to methamphetamine and marijuana at the time he possessed the weapons.


As a result of the drug conviction, OHMSTEDE will forfeit to the United States any and all property constituting the proceeds of his drug trafficking, including, but not limited to the $1260 cash seized on October 24, 2002.


He faces possible penalties for distribution of methamphetamine of a mandatory 10 years to life in prison, a $4,000,000 fine and 5 years supervised release.  For being an unlawful user of a controlled substance in possession of a firearm, OHMSTEDE faces possible penalties of 10 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 3 years supervised release.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Jim Seykora prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was a cooperative effort between the drug enforcement administration and Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives.
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