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DAVID MAXWELL PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Billings, on November 5, 2003 before U.S. District Judge Richard F. Cebull, DAVID MAXWELL pled guilty to charges of possession with intent to distribute methamphetamine. Sentencing is set for January 28, 2004.  MAXWELL is currently detained.


On October 24, 2002, law enforcement officers obtained a search warrant for the residence of Jeramy Ohmstede in Hardin and were looking to seize drugs and drug paraphernalia.  MAXWELL was stopped as he left the premises and 3.1 grams of methamphetamine was found on his person.  Maxwell had just purchased the methamphetamine from Jeramy Ohmstede.  The house was searched and Jeramy Ohmstede confessed to officers that the methamphetamine taken from MAXWELL was purchased from him (Ohmstede).


MAXWELL had made previous purchases of methamphetamine from Jeramy Ohmstede.  The 3.1 grams that MAXWELL purchased for approximately $250 was for his further use and that of others.


Also, as MAXWELL had purchased methamphetamine from Ohmstede several times previously, MAXWELL aided and abetted Ohmstede’s possession with intent to distribute methamphetamine as Ohmstede had methamphetamine on hand to sell on a regular basis.


MAXWELL faces possible penalties of 20 years in prison, a $1,000,000 fine and 3 years supervised release.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Jim Seykora prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the Drug Enforcement Administration.
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