	
[image: image1.png]



	 
	Department of Justice

United States Attorney
District of Montana
	 

	



	WILLIAM W. MERCER
UNITED STATES ATTORNEY
	 
	P.O. Box 1478
Billings, Montana 59103
	(406) 657-6101 


NEWS RELEASE 

	FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

	CONTACT:
	William W. Mercer
United States Attorney for the
District of Montana
(406) 247-4639



KEVIN JAMES GRANT PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Missoula, on November 5, 2003, before Chief U.S. District Judge Donald W. Molloy, KEVIN JAMES GRANT pled guilty to eight counts of willfully setting fire to public domain. Sentencing is set for February 20, 2004 at 9:00 a.m.


In an Offer of proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that during the month of July, 2003, the Forest Service responded to ten fires deemed suspicious in nature within a few miles of Thompson Falls.  All of these fires were adjacent to Highway 200, within four miles of Thompson Falls (East and West) and fire origins were within the highway right-of-way.  Additionally, all fires appeared to have been started from the passenger side of a vehicle as the operator was driving toward Thompson Falls.  A Forest Service Fire Investigator investigated all of these fires and incendiary devices were found at five of the fire origins.  


KEVIN GRANT was a firefighter with the Thompson Falls Rural Fire Department in Thompson Falls and he was a member of the department for approximately nine years.  GRANT responded to all of the suspicious fires along Highway 200 and was observed by witnesses responding to the fire hall prior to the Sanders County Sheriff’s Dispatch fire page.  Additionally, surveillance of the fire hall shows GRANT responding to these fire pages from the direction of the arson fire locations.  Further surveillance placed GRANT near an arson  acting suspiciously and he was later observed at the fire origin two minutes prior to ignition.  On July 27, 2003 a plain view search of GRANT’s truck at the Thompson Falls Fire Department revealed components used to make the incendiary devise found at the arson fire origins.  On July 28th a search warrant conducted on GRANT’s pickup uncovered an incendiary device resembling those recovered from the arson fires.  After being placed under arrest and advised of his Miranda rights, GRANT admitted starting the following fires: Bird Land Bay (7/6/03), Blue Slide Road (7/11/03), Game Range (7/13/03), Game Range II (7/18/03), Thompson Gravel Pit (7/18/03), Airport Road (7/19/03), Flat Iron I (7/26/03), Flat Iron II (7/26/03) and Game Range III (7/27/03).  


He faces possible penalties of 5 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 3 years supervised release.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Kris McLean prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the United States Forest Service.
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