	
[image: image1.png]



	 
	Department of Justice

United States Attorney
District of Montana
	 

	



	WILLIAM W. MERCER
UNITED STATES ATTORNEY
	 
	P.O. Box 1478
Billings, Montana 59103
	(406) 657-6101 


NEWS RELEASE 

	FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

	CONTACT:
	William W. Mercer
United States Attorney for the
District of Montana
(406) 247-4639



SUNDANCE MARSHALL PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Billings, on November 5, 2003, before U.S. District Judge Richard F. Cebull, SUNDANCE MARSHALL, a 20-year-old resident of Billings, pled guilty to charges of possession of a stolen firearm. Sentencing is set for January 28, 2004.


In an Offer of proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that on April 11, 2002, MARSHALL possessed a Savage model 99, .308 caliber lever action rifle which had been stolen in Stillwater County, Montana, during the course of a burglary of a residence.  


Officers recovered  the stolen firearm during a search of MARSHALL’s property and  linked the firearm to the Stillwater County burglary.  During questioning, after having been advised of his constitutional rights, MARSHALL admitted his part in the burglary and theft of the rifle.  


The rifle was inspected by ATF agents and found to be operational.


MARSHALL faces possible penalties of 10 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 3 years supervised release.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Ed Laws prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was a cooperative effort between Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives, the Stillwater County Sheriff’s Office and the Yellowstone County Sheriff’s Office.
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