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TAMARA RAE AUSTAD AND TIMOTHY JOHN BOULE SENTENCED


IN U.S. DISTRICT COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Missoula, on November 13, 2003, before Chief U.S. District Judge Donald W. Molloy, TAMARA RAE AUSTAD and TIMOTHY JOHN BOULE appeared for sentencing.  AUSTAD was sentenced to a term of: 

! 


Prison: 3 years

! 


Special Assessment: $100

! 


Supervised Release: 4 years

! 


Restitution: $11,378.96


TIMOTHY JOHN BOULE was sentenced to a term of:

! 


Prison: 3 years and 5 months

! 


Special Assessment: $100

! 


Supervised Release: 4 years

! 


Restitution: $11,378.96


AUSTAD and BOULE were sentenced in connection with their guilty plea to charges of conspiracy/attempt to manufacture methamphetamine. In January of 2002 law enforcement officers in Great Falls began receiving information from informants that BOULE and AUSTAD were involved in manufacturing methamphetamine in that area.  Further investigation showed that BOULE and AUSTAD were often together and during some periods were living together.  At one point there was a fire in a small camping trailer. Witnesses confirmed the fire was caused by a methamphetamine laboratory in the trailer, and someone named AUSTAD was involved.  Officers found AUSTAD at BOULE’s residence.  AUSTAD confirmed she had been at the trailer and officers could see that she was badly burned on her arms.  She declined to provide further information.  


In February of 2003 law enforcement agents searched two homes associated with BOULE and AUSTAD, including one in which they were living together.  They found substantial evidence of methamphetamine manufacturing, including discarded packaging that had contained nearly 5000 pseudoephedrine pills, a common ingredient in manufacturing methamphetamine, as well as a container of liquid that tested positive for methamphetamine, approximately 5000 pills of pseudoephedrine will make about 5 ounces, or 142 grams of methamphetamine. 


Assistant U.S. Attorney Bernie Hubley prosecuted this case for the United States.


The investigation was a cooperative effort between the Northwest Drug Task Force and the Missouri River Drug Task Force.
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