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HOLLY JOANNE BYER PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Missoula, on November 12, 2003 before Chief U.S. District Judge Donald W. Molloy, HOLLY JOANNE BYER, a 41-year-old resident of Richland, Washington, pled guilty to two counts of making false statements to receive supplemental social security benefits. Sentencing is set for February 20, 2004, at 9:45 a.m.  BYER is currently released.


In an Offer of proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that HOLLY JOANNE BYER was self-employed during the year 1996 through 1999.   BYER worked weekly as a housekeeper for a resident of Missoula making $10.00 per hour.   BYER was typically paid by check on the same date that she cleaned the person’s house.  The victim’s daughter kept a detailed account of the check payments to BYER for housekeeping services.  She also kept photocopies of the checks.  The list of checks includes an accounting of the money given to BYER as gifts/charity between December 1998 and February 2002 which totaled $54,621.60.  BYER did not report this information to the Social Security Administration (SSA).  Instead, BYER signed SSA forms stating that she had not received any money or help for paying bills. 


On May 1, 1997, a Notice of Overpayment was sent to BYER regarding overpayment of benefits which occurred during the period November 1996 to May 1997.  The overpayment was caused by false information provided by BYER regarding her spouse’s monthly income and a failure to report child support payments she received.  In spite of the Notice of Overpayment, BYER continued to conceal the income she received as a housekeeper.


On August 18, 1998, a representative of the SSA District Office in Missoula completed a form entitled “Statement for Determining Continuing Eligibility for Supplemental Security Income Payments” based on BYER’S responses during a telephone interview.  Subsequently, BYER reviewed and signed the form and returned it to SSA.  Within the form,  BYER stated four different times that she “did not get help or money from any person not living with [her] or any agency to pay for food, rent, mortgage payments, property insurance, property taxes, heating fuel, gas, electricity, garbage removal, water or sewerage.”  BYER also stated that she had not received any type of income other than savings account interest from December 1, 1996 through August 18, 1998.  BYER was advised of her responsibility to notify SSA of any change in the information provided in the form.


On March 21, 2002, a Claims Representative interviewed BYER at the SSA District Office in Missoula and completed a form entitled “Statement for Determining Continuing Eligibility for Supplemental Security Income Payments” based on BYER’S statements.   BYER stated for the period from September 1, 1997 through March 21, 2002, she did not receive any income nor did she “get help or money from any person not living with [her] or any agency to pay for food, rent, mortgage payments, property insurance, property taxes, heating fuel, gas, electricity, garbage removal, water or sewerage.”  BYER was again advised of her responsibility to notify SSA of any change in the information provided in the form.  BYER signed documents stating that she had not worked nor had she received any income from any source at any time. 


On January 14, 2003, SSA Agents interviewed BYER at her residence in Kennewick, Washington.  BYER was shown a sample of the checks written to her by the victim between July 26, 1996 and February 1, 2002.   BYER admitted she had received and cashed all of the checks and she had been paid for providing housekeeping services.  BYER provided these admissions to the agents in a voluntary sworn, written statement.  In the sworn, written statement, BYER also admitted that she had provided housekeeping and/or personal care services to two other individuals between April 1997 and February 2002.  


On April 9, 2003, the SSA District Office in Missoula sent BYER a Notice of Overpayment for the period of April 1997 through February 2002.  The overpayment totaled $19,253.53.  The overpayment resulted from the earned and unearned income received from the victim and others which BYER failed to report.


She faces possible penalties of 5 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 3 years supervised release.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Kris McLean prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the Social Security Administration Office of the Inspector General.
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