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BRIAN MERWIN SENTENCED IN U.S. DISTRICT COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Billings, on November 18, 2003, before U.S. District Judge Richard F. Cebull, BRIAN MERWIN, a 22-year-old resident of Miles City, appeared for sentencing.  MERWIN was sentenced to a term of: 

! 


Prison: 2 years

! 


Special Assessment: $100

! 


Supervised Release: 6 years


MERWIN was sentenced in connection with his guilty plea to distribution of methamphetamine to persons under the age of 21.  During the calendar year 2000, ending November 4, 2000, on numerous occasions, MERWIN provided small quantities of methamphetamine (immediate user amounts in the form of “lines,” or quantities of 1/4 gram to 1 gram) to high school students from the Miles City area.  MERWIN distributed methamphetamine to up to six young women.  The women either received methamphetamine from MERWIN themselves or witnessed MERWIN provide methamphetamine to other high school students.  The distribution often consisted of MERWIN providing the youth with quantities of methamphetamine for immediate use in social situations, though he occasionally would provide small packaged quantities to the youth for consumption elsewhere.  The distribution was sometimes in exchange for money, but often MERWIN simply gave the methamphetamine to the youth.  


Assistant U.S. Attorney Marcia Hurd prosecuted this case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the Montana Division of Criminal Investigations.
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