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JASON JARED HEATHMAN SENTENCED IN U.S. DISTRICT COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Billings, on November 19, 2003, before U.S. District Judge Richard F. Cebull, JASON JARED HEATHMAN, a 24-year-old resident of Miles City, appeared for sentencing.  HEATHMAN was sentenced to a term of: 

! 


Prison: 4 years for conspiracy to manufacture methamphetamine;





  3 years and 6 months for carrying a firearm during a drug                                               
  transaction; sentences to run consecutively

! 


Special Assessment: $200

! 


Supervised Release: 4 years


HEATHMAN was sentenced in connection with his guilty plea to conspiracy to manufacture, manufacture and distribution of methamphetamine and carrying a firearm in relation to a drug-trafficking crime.


HEATHMAN came to the attention of the Eastern Montana Drug Task Force which initiated an undercover investigation of HEATHMAN.  Confidential informants were used to make controlled buys from HEATHMAN of ounce quantities of marijuana and small quantities of methamphetamine.  


During the course of the investigation it was learned that HEATHMAN was involved in the manufacture of methamphetamine.  Sufficient information was produced to apply for and obtain a search warrant of HEATHMAN’S residence through the State District Court in Miles City, as well as an arrest warrant based upon the confidential informant buys.


Officers placed HEATHMAN under surveillance and he was observed removing what was later discovered to be a boxed methamphetamine lab from one vehicle to another at his home.  On March 5, 2003, the search warrant was served and HEATHMAN was arrested.  The boxed lab which had been observed earlier was discovered during the service of the search warrant at HEATHMAN’S home.  Also discovered during the service of the search warrant were approximately ten grams of methamphetamine and a 9-mm pistol in a drawer under HEATHMAN’S bed.  


HEATHMAN was interviewed and admitted to agents that he had been distributing methamphetamine that he had obtained from another person who had in turn shown him how to manufacture methamphetamine in December 2002.  HEATHMAN admitted that he had cooked methamphetamine 15-20 times and produced approximately one half ounce each time.  HEATHMAN further admitted that he had carried the handgun which was found in the search of his home while manufacturing, distributing, and using methamphetamine.  He admitted that the handgun was carried for protection from law enforcement officers.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Ed Laws prosecuted this case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the Eastern Montana Drug Task Force.
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