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CHINA BLUE MERRILL PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Helena, on November 21, 2003 before Senior U.S. District Judge Charles C. Lovell, CHINA BLUE MERRILL, age 26, pled guilty to charges of conspiracy to distribute methamphetamine and maintaining a premises for distribution. Sentencing is set for February 26, 2004, at 9:30 a.m.


In an Offer of proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that during the period of the conspiracy, CHINA BLUE MERRILL lived with and aided and abetted an individual in maintaining the premises at 610 East 6th Street in Libby, and/or at 257 Parkway in Libby.  During the period that she lived with that person, the premises was maintained as a place to store, use, and/or distribute methamphetamine. 


While MERRILL and the other person lived together, MERRILL acquired methamphetamine from him for both personal use and redistribution; used the methamphetamine at the premises; stored the methamphetamine at the premises; and from time to time distributed methamphetamine from the premises and/or aided and abetted in maintaining the premises for such.


She faces possible penalties for conspiracy to distribute methamphetamine of a mandatory 5 to 40 years in prison, a $2,000,000 fine and 4 years supervised release.  For maintaining a premises for the purpose of distributing or using controlled substances, MERRILL faces possible penalties of 20 years in prison, a $500,000 fine and 3 years supervised release.  By pleading guilty to these offenses, MERRILL has agreed to forfeit to the United States all right, title and interest in any property constituting or derived from, proceeds obtained, directly or indirectly as a result of the violations and any property used, or intended to be used to commit the violations.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Bernie Hubley prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the Bureau of Immigration and Customs Enforcement.







# # # # #

For a copy of the Offer of Proof contact Beth Binstock at (406) 247-4653
_1106563383.bin

