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JOHN CHARLES GARCES, JR. PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Missoula, on November 20, 2003, before Chief U.S. District Judge Donald W. Molloy, JOHN CHARLES GARCES, JR., age 44, pled guilty to charges of being a felon-in-possession of a firearm. Sentencing is set for February 20, 2004, at 10:30 a.m.  This is a Project Safe Neighborhoods, “Catch and No Release” case.


GARCES acknowledged that on May 3, 2003, in Helena, he possessed a firearm and ammunition.  GARCES had been previously convicted on September 3, 1997, of a crime punishable for a term exceeding one year in Colorado.


He faces possible penalties of 10 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 3 years supervised release.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Paulette Stewart prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was a cooperative effort between Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives and the Lewis and Clark County Sheriff’s Office.
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