	
[image: image1.png]



	 
	Department of Justice

United States Attorney
District of Montana
	 

	



	WILLIAM W. MERCER
UNITED STATES ATTORNEY
	 
	P.O. Box 1478
Billings, Montana 59103
	(406) 657-6101 


NEWS RELEASE 

	FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

	CONTACT:
	William W. Mercer
United States Attorney for the
District of Montana
(406) 247-4639



DANIEL MARCUS CAREY PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Helena, on November 21, 2003, before Senior U.S. District Judge Charles C. Lovell, DANIEL MARCUS CAREY, a 30-year-old resident of Columbia, Missouri, pled guilty to charges of being a felon-in-possession of a firearm. Sentencing is set for March 2004.


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that CAREY was convicted in Boone County, Missouri of second degree burglary there.  The Missouri court stated in its Order of November 6, 2003 that CAREY had not had his rights fully or substantially restored under Missouri law.


CAREY moved to Whitehall in February 2000 with his girlfriend after serving a term of imprisonment for the Missouri conviction.  On May 10, 2000, CAREY’s girlfriend advised a Deputy Jefferson County Sheriff that CAREY had taken her shotgun without her permission.  The deputy’s investigation confirmed that an individual had driven CAREY to the Whitehall Post Office and the bus station on May 10th.  CAREY possessed a large box which he took to the post office.  A Whitehall Post Office employee reported that a male caller inquired about shipping instructions for firearms earlier on May 10, 2000.  Later in the day, a man matching CAREY’s description brought a package identified as containing a firearm to a Whitehall Post Office Employee for mailing to a person in Missouri.  When confronted at the bus station by the deputy, CAREY denied taking the shotgun which he claimed was still in his girlfriend’s bedroom.  Later in the day, he admitted to his girlfriend over the phone that he had in fact taken the firearm and mailed it to a person in Missouri. 


Pursuant to a search warrant, the gun in question was seized from the U.S. Postal Service by the Postal Inspector on May 11, 2000.  In the days following the seizure, a male caller made repeated calls to the Whitehall Post Office.  In conversations with the Whitehall Post Office employee, the male inquired about the whereabouts of the firearm and eventually declared that he was “getting really nervous” when it had not arrived in Missouri.


CAREY faces possible penalties of 10 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 3 years supervised release.


U.S. Attorney Bill Mercer prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives, the Jefferson County Sheriff’s Office and the United States Postal Inspector.







# # # # #

For a copy of the Offer of Proof contact Beth Binstock at (406) 247-4653
_1106563383.bin

