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LEONARD ELKSHOULDER SENTENCED IN U.S. DISTRICT COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Billings, on November 25, 2003, before U.S. District Judge Richard F. Cebull LEONARD ELKSHOULDER, a 58-year-old resident of Busby, appeared for sentencing.  ELKSHOULDER was sentenced to a term of: 

! 


Probation: 2 years

! 


Special Assessment: $200

! 


Restitution: $4,496.50


ELKSHOULDER was sentenced in connection with his guilty plea to charges of false claims against the United States and false statements. 


From July 1999, and continuing until on or about the 6th day of March 2001, in Lame Deer and other areas, ELKSHOULDER, made and presented to the National Court Appointed Special Advocate, Seattle, Washington, and its grantor, the United States Department of Justice, Office of Justice Programs, claims in excess of $4,900 upon or against the United States, knowing such claims to be fraudulent.  ELKSHOULDER, as an employee of the Northern Cheyenne Tribe, represented that he had attended several meetings for which he submitted travel expenses, when he knew that he had not attended the meetings.


Additionally, from July 1999, and continuing thereafter until on or about the 6th day of March 2001, in Lame Deer and other areas, ELKSHOULDER knowingly and willfully made and used a false writing or document knowing it to contain a false, fictitious, or fraudulent statement or entry.  Specifically, ELKSHOULDER knowingly and willfully submitted to the National Court Appointed Special Advocate, Seattle, Washington, and its grantor, the United States Department of Justice, Office of Justice Programs, a series of “Trip Reports” or claims for travel reimbursement documents relating to travel on official government business, when when he had not traveled or incurred legitimate expenses related to travel.


The investigation into this matter began in May of 2001 when a report was received by the FBI alleging that ELKSHOULDER had submitted fraudulent claims in connection with his position as director of the Court-Appointed Special Advocate (CASA) Program with the Northern Cheyenne Tribe.  The CASA funds were federal funds and dispersed by federal grant.  Travel expenses were to be paid by the Northern Cheyenne Tribe and submitted to CASA for reimbursement.  


During the investigation, it was determined that ELKSHOULDER had submitted reimbursement requests for meetings he did not attend, forged documents to show attendance at meetings that did not occur and received reimbursement from both sources for other trips.   The total loss is in excess of $4,500.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Marcia Hurd prosecuted this case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the Federal Bureau of Investigation.
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