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AUGUST W. HUEBNER PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Missoula, on December 2, 2003, before Chief U.S. District Judge Donald W. Molloy, AUGUST W. HUEBNER, a 21-year-old resident of Missoula, pled guilty to charges of being an unlawful user of a controlled substance in possession of a firearm.  This was a Project Safe Neighborhoods “Catch and No Release” case.  Sentencing is set for March 11, 2004 at 10:00 a.m.


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that on November 21, 2002, uniformed officers with the Missoula Police Department were dispatched to a residence to locate an overdose victim.  The officers mistakenly went to HUEBNER’s mobile home and knocked on the door but received no response.  The officers believed that the overdose victim was inside the mobile home and could not or would not come to the door due to suicidal motivations or unconsciousness.  After repeated knocking,  HUEBNER finally answered the door and the officers entered his mobile home to search for the overdose victim.  During their search the officers found a marijuana grow operation. They also learned they were at the wrong address and promptly left.  When the officers arrived at the correct address, the victim was being wheeled out on a gurney to receive emergency medical attention.  The officers left the victim’s residence believing the medical emergency was under control.


The officers then returned to HUEBNER’s residence and asked for consent to search his mobile home and HUEBNER gave written consent to search his mobile home.  The search yielded marijuana plants, a shotgun, and a rifle. The officers seized these items.  Specifically, the firearms seized included a 16-gauge Remington shotgun and a 7mm rifle with scope. 


He faces possible penalties of 10 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 3 years supervised release.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Kris McLean prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives.
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