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JOSHUA THOMAS CORS PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Missoula, on December 2, 2003, before Chief U.S. District Judge Donald W. Molloy, JOSHUA THOMAS CORS, a 23-year-old resident of Missoula, pled guilty to charges of being an unlawful user of a controlled substance in possession of a firearm. This is a Project Safe Neighborhoods “Catch and No Release” case.  Sentencing is set for March 19, 2004 at 9:00 a.m.


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that on January 2, 2003, members of the Missoula Police Department executed a search warrant at CORS’ home in Missoula.  When officers arrived at CORS’ residence, he told them they would find a Beretta firearm in his bedroom underneath the mattress.  Law enforcement officers searched his bedroom and found a Beretta 9 mm caliber pistol, Model 92-FS with a loaded magazine between the mattress and box springs of his bed.  Officers also recovered a small amount of marijuana; a digital scale; packaging materials; pipes; bongs; razor blades; and snort tubes commonly used to ingest cocaine.   Methamphetamine and marijuana were also found in his bedroom.  CORS advised a Missoula Police Narcotics Detective that his New Year’s resolution was to stop selling drugs.  An Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives Special Agent conducted an interstate nexus determination on the firearm and concluded that it had been manufactured outside the United States and therefore would have traveled in foreign and interstate commerce before arriving in Montana.
He faces possible penalties of 10 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 3 years supervised release.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Kris McLean prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives.
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