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CHRISTOPHER MARTENS PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Missoula, on December 3, 2003, before Chief U.S. District Judge Donald W. Molloy, CHRISTOPHER MARTENS, a 46-year-old resident of Darby, pled guilty to charges of being a felon-in-possession of a firearm. This is a Project Safe Neighborhoods “Catch and No Release” case.  Sentencing is set for March 11, 2004 at 9:00 a.m.


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that MARTENS was convicted of two counts of armed robbery in Malden, Massachusetts on June 9, 1978.  He was sentenced to twelve years for this felony conviction.  MARTENS, under the alias of Clarence Ted Barnhart, was also convicted of robbery of a common carrier, a felony under the laws of California, on September 1, 1983.


On October 25, 2002, a Ravalli County resident discovered a rifle and hunting vest had been stolen from his home.  MARTENS was the resident’s landlord and the resident called MARTENS to ask him if he had taken the items as a joke. MARTENS became very upset on the telephone.  The resident reported his suspicion that MARTENS had stolen his property to the Ravalli County Sheriff’s Department on October 26, 2002.  


Late in the evening of October 26, 2002, MARTENS went to the victim’s residence and banged on the door, but he did not let him in.  MARTENS left and called the resident on the telephone and asked him to come  to MARTEN’s home.  The resident did go to MARTENS’ residence about midnight, and asked MARTENS to return his stolen belongings.


MARTENS opened the trunk of a car and gave the victim the stolen rifle and hunting vest, and then warned him not to tell anyone about this event or he would be hurt by “the Crew.”  The victim reported the incident to the Ravalli County Sheriff’s Office early on the morning of October 27, 2002.  Two deputies went to the victim’s residence on October 27, 2002, took a written statement and took the rifle and hunting vest into their possession for evidence.  


On February 28, 2003, the Ravalli County Sheriff’s Department contacted Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives (ATF) to investigate this matter.  In an interview with the special agent, the victim reported that he had visited MARTENS’ home in the summer of 2002 and had been shown three firearms in a living room closet that MARTENS claimed belonged to him, MARTENS.


The special agent contacted the Missoula office of the Montana Department of Fish, Wildlife and Parks, and discovered that MARTENS had purchased a Montana big game hunting license in his name for the years 1997, 1998 and 2001 from the Montana Department of Fish, Wildlife and Parks.  The agent also obtained an FBI Criminal History of MARTENS and discovered that he had been convicted of two previous felonies.


On April 16, 2003, officers seized the following items from MARTENS: Savage lever action rifle, .250 caliber; Stevens over/under rifle/shotgun, 410 gauge/.22 caliber; Deutsche Waffen & Munitions Fabriken semi-auto pistol, .32 caliber; 113 rounds of various caliber and make ammunition to fit the seized firearms and other calibers. 


He faces possible penalties of 10 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 3 years supervised release.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Kris McLean prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the Ravalli County Sheriff’s Office and Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives.
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