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DAVID GALLEGOS SENTENCED IN U.S. DISTRICT COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Missoula, on December 3, 2003, before Chief U.S. District Judge Donald W. Molloy, DAVID GALLEGOS appeared for sentencing.  GALLEGOS was sentenced to a term of: 

! 


Prison: 13 years and 6 months

! 


Special Assessment: $100

! 


Supervised Release: 5


GALLEGOS was sentenced in connection with his guilty plea to charges of conspiracy to distribute methamphetamine and distribution of methamphetamine.  On or about August 8, 2000, in Bozeman,  GALLEGOS was involved in a conspiracy to distribute methamphetamine which included two other primary individuals.  


GALLEGOS distributed methamphetamine to one of those individuals over a period of time prior to August 2000.  GALLEGOS was living in Utah at the time and contacts between the parties were established by telephone records as well as motel and Western Union documents.  In August of 2000, GALLEGOS was to deliver approximately one pound of methamphetamine to an individual for re-distribution in the Butte area.  This person was unable to handle the purchase of the methamphetamine at the time and GALLEGOS relied on one of his co-conspirators to complete the distribution. 


One of the co-conspirators had known and dealt controlled substances with GALLEGOS prior to August 2000.  Upon receiving the pound of methamphetamine from GALLEGOS, the two co-conspirators worked together to distribute it.  One co-conspirator received approximately six ounces of methamphetamine from the other co-conspirator for the purpose of distribution to others in the Bozeman area.  Proceeds from this distribution were used to pay GALLEGOS.


During the same period of time a Drug Enforcement Administration agent, acting in an undercover capacity, was also dealing with one of the co-conspirators.  Portions of the one pound quantity that had been delivered by GALLEGOS to the co-conspirator were sold to the undercover agent.  


The DEA agent was able to directly establish contact by telephone with GALLEGOS and the conversations were recorded.  GALLEGOS confirmed his dealings of methamphetamine with one of the co-conspirators in the conversation.  The agent also met with a contact arranged by GALLEGOS in Utah.  There were numerous telephone records, motor vehicle records and some Western Union records that would substantiate that there was a conspiracy to distribute methamphetamine in the District of Montana on or about August 8, 2000.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Ed Laws prosecuted this case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the Drug Enforcement Administration.
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