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JAMES A. FOURSTAR PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Great Falls, on December 3, 2003, before U.S. District Judge Sam E. Haddon, JAMES A. FOURSTAR, a 34-year-old resident of Poplar, pled guilty to charges of assault by striking, beating or wounding. Sentencing is set for March 11, 2004.


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that during the morning of January 20, 2003, the victim, age 65, was at his residence in Poplar.  FOURSTAR and another person were present at the residence. 


The victim and FOURSTAR began arguing.  Shortly after the argument started, FOURSTAR grabbed an extension cord and began swinging it at the victim, striking him with it and knocking him to the ground.  The other person present broke up the fight, helped the victim to his bed and told FOURSTAR to “knock it off.”


That person then left the residence and FOURSTAR continued to assault the victim with the extension cord. 


When interviewed, FOURSTAR admitted assaulting the victim.  The residence where the assault occurred is within the exterior boundaries of the Fort Peck Indian Reservation.  


He faces possible penalties of 6 months in prison, a $5,000 fine and 1 years supervised release.


Assistant U.S. Attorney David Dennis prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the Federal Bureau of Investigation and the Fort Peck Tribe Criminal Investigations Unit.
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