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WILLIAM JAMES BLACKWEASEL PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Great Falls, on December 9, 2003, before U.S. District Judge Sam E. Haddon, BLACKWEASEL, age 28, pled guilty to charges of assault resulting in serious bodily injury. Sentencing is set for March 18, 2004 at 8:30 a.m.


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that the crime occurred within the boundaries of the Blackfeet Indian Reservation.  In January 2002, BLACKWEASEL and his wife had a four-month-old daughter.


On January 20, 2002, she, the child, a second young child and BLACKWEASEL

returned to the family home.  Upon arriving home, she remained outside while BLACKWEASEL and the four-month-old child entered the house.  When BLACKWEASEL’s wife finally entered the home, BLACKWEASEL stated the child was not breathing.


BLACKWEASEL’s wife took the child to the hospital in Browning, while he remained at home.  The child was eventually transported to Benefis Hospital in Great Falls.


The child suffered numerous injuries and symptoms consistent with being shaken. 


BLACKWEASEL admitted to a witness on January 23, 2002, that he shook the child on January 20, 2002.


An FBI special agent interviewed BLACKWEASEL on January 24, 2002 and BLACKWEASEL eventually admitted he had shaken the child.


He faces possible penalties of 10 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 3 years supervised release.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Joe Thaggard prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the Federal Bureau of Investigation in Browning.
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For a copy of the Offer of Proof contact Beth Binstock at (406) 247-4653
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