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CLARENCE LESTER BIRD RATTLER SENTENCED IN U.S. DISTRICT COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Great Falls, on December 9, 2003, before U.S. District Judge Sam E. Haddon, CLARENCE LESTER BIRD RATTLER appeared for sentencing.  BIRD RATTLER was sentenced to a term of: 

! 


Prison: 12 years and 7 months

! 


Special Assessment: $100

! 


Supervised Release: 5 years


BIRD RATTLER was sentenced in connection with his guilty plea to second degree murder.  BIRD RATTLER acknowledged that on April 24, 2002, in Browning, which is located on the Blackfeet Indian Reservation, he killed Ernest William Arrow Top Knot, Jr., by stabbing him with a knife.


A special agent with the Federal Bureau of Investigation reported that on April 20, 2002, BIRD RATTLER escaped from the Blackfeet Tribal Jail.  After his escape, he and another person went to his mother’s house.  BIRD RATTLER’s mother transported the two to the home of Arrow Top Knot in Browning.  At approximately 7:00 a.m. on April 21, 2002, BIRD RATTLER and his companion returned to BIRD RATTLER’s home.  BIRD RATTLER had blood on him and stated “We killed Sonny.”  BIRD RATTLER, his mother and the companion returned to the victim’s home and found Arrow Top Knot dead in the kitchen.  BIRD RATTLER’s mother drove to another site and notified the authorities of the victim’s death.


BIRD RATTLER and his companion were apprehended on April 21, 2002.  He was interviewed by an FBI special agent and BIRD RATTLER ultimately admitted committing the murder.  After BIRD RATTLER and his companion arrived at the Arrow Top Knot residence on April 20, 2002, they drank a large quantity of alcohol.  Early on the morning of April 21, 2002, Arrow Top Knot, who had also been drinking, returned home and was upset to find the two in his home.  BIRD RATTLER and the victim fought and then reconciled and began drinking together.  Another fight eventually ensued and the victim tried to leave but BIRD RATTLER grabbed the victim, put him in a head lock and yelled to his companion to get him a knife.  BIRD RATTLER then told the companion to stab the victim, which she did.  BIRD RATTLER then grabbed the knife and stabbed the victim.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Joe Thaggard prosecuted this case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the Federal Bureau of Investigation in Browning.
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