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ROMAN G. FOLLETT, SR., PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Great Falls, on December 9, 2003, before U.S. District Judge Sam E. Haddon, ROMAN G. FOLLETT, SR., pled guilty to charges of assault resulting in substantial bodily injury and assault on a person less than sixteen years of age. Sentencing is set for March 18, 2004 at 9:30 a.m.


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that on December 12, 2001, FOLLETT’s girlfriend and mother of his child called 911 and reported that she had caught FOLLETT shaking the 14-month-old child violently. The child was taken to the emergency room at Trinity Hospital in Wolf Point where he was examined and released. 


FOLLETT was interviewed on December 14, 2001, by a Fort Peck criminal Investigator and admitted that he shook the child. 


On August 10, 2002, FOLLETT was re-interviewed and admitted that he had shaken the child on another occasion in August 2001.  FOLLETT provided a written statement to that fact.


The offenses occurred at a residence in Wolf Point, Montana, on the Fort Peck Indian Reservation.


He faces possible penalties for assault resulting in substantial bodily injury of 5 years  in prison, a $250,000 fine and 1 year supervised release.  For assault on a child less than 16 years of age, he faces possible penalties of 1 year in prison, a $100,000 fine and one year supervised release.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Klaus Richter prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was a cooperative effort between the Federal Bureau of Investigation and the Fort Peck Tribal Investigations Unit.
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