	
[image: image1.png]



	 
	Department of Justice

United States Attorney
District of Montana
	 

	



	WILLIAM W. MERCER
UNITED STATES ATTORNEY
	 
	P.O. Box 1478
Billings, Montana 59103
	(406) 657-6101 


NEWS RELEASE 

	FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

	CONTACT:
	William W. Mercer
United States Attorney for the
District of Montana
(406) 247-4639



LARNY M. STEWART PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Billings, on December 11, 2003, before U.S. District Judge Richard F. Cebull, LARNY M. STEWART pled guilty to charges of involuntary manslaughter. Sentencing is set for February 25, 2004 at 3:00 p.m.


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that at about 5:30 p.m. on Sunday, December 1, 2002, STEWART and the victim were in a1995 Hyundai Accent traveling north on highway 313. STEWART failed to maneuver a curve, skidded off the highway and the vehicle rolled several times before it came to rest next to an irrigation canal.  When EMT’s arrived at the scene, they found the victim still strapped into the passenger side seat with his seat belt still attached. Efforts to revive the victim failed and he died at the scene.  STEWART walked away from the vehicle and collapsed approximately 100 yards from the vehicle.


The officers that investigated  the crash verified that STEWART was the driver. The crash occurred near Crow Agency which is within the boundaries of the Crow Indian Reservation. STEWART’s blood alcohol content was .15. 


He faces possible penalties of 6 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 3 years supervised release.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Klaus Richter prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was a cooperative effort between the Bureau of Indian Affairs, the Federal Bureau of Investigation and the Montana Highway Patrol. 
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