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PAUL THOMAS BIANCHI JR. PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Billings, on December 11, 2003, before U.S. District Judge Richard F. Cebull, BIANCHI, age 19, pled guilty to charges of possession of a firearm in a school zone. Sentencing is set for March 10, 2004, at 10 a.m..


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that on September 12, 2003, in Billings, BIANCHI attended a high school football game in violation of a trespass order.  BIANCHI was arrested for trespassing in the Daylis Stadium which is connected to Billings Senior High School.  Law enforcement officers located a loaded .25 caliber handgun in BIANCHI’s left, front coat pocket.  BIANCHI admitted that he knew he had the gun. 


He faces possible penalties of 5 years years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 3 years supervised release.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Paulette Stewart prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was a cooperative effort between the Billings Police Department and the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives.
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