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JESUS HINOJOSA-SALAZAR PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Missoula, on December17, 2003, before Chief U.S. District Judge Donald W. Molloy, HINOJOSA-SALAZAR, age 30, pled guilty to charges of illegal alien in possession of a firearm. Sentencing is set for April 4th, 2004, at 9:45 a.m. in Missoula.


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that on March 4, 2003, the Northwest Drug Task Force executed a state search warrant at a residence near Polson, Montana.  During the search, two Hispanic males were present at the residence and were taken into state custody on charges related to items found at the residence.  A special agent with the U.S. Immigration Customs Enforcement  was contacted to ascertain the immigration status of the individuals.  HINOJOSA-SALAZAR admitted that he was a native and citizen of Mexico illegally present in the United States.  HINOJOSA-SALAZAR had illegally entered the United States around April 14, 2002, at the Port of Nogales, Arizona. 


During the search, a Smith and Wesson Revolver was found in HINOJOSA-SALAZAR’s bedroom.  A picture of HINOJOSA-SALAZAR holding the revolver as also found.  The other Hispanic male present at the scene confirmed that the revolver belonged to HINOJOSA-SALAZAR and that he had seen the defendant with the revolver on multiple occasions.  


HINOJOSA-SALAZAR faces possible penalties of 10 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 3 years supervised release.





Assistant U.S. Attorney Lori Suek prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the United States Bureau of Immigration and Customs Enforcement.
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