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ROBERT WILLIAM LARSON PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Butte, on December 17th, 2003, before Chief U.S. District Judge Donald W. Molloy, LARSON, a 30-year-old resident of Three Forks, pled guilty to charges of manufacture of counterfeit currency. Sentencing is set for April 9th, 2004, at Missoula.


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that on November 24, 2002, a counterfeit $100 bill was passed at a bar in Three Forks, Montana. On November 25, 2002, the same counterfeit $100 bill (identical serial number) was passed at a supper club in Manhattan, Montana. On November 26, 2002, the Bozeman Police Department was alerted that the same counterfeit $100 bill had been passed at a local convenience store.  On November 28, 2002, a forth counterfeit $100 note with the same serial number as the previous three was passed at another bar in Three Forks.


LARSON was identified by employees of the businesses as well as a video camera in the convenience store.


Another person associated with LARSON stated that she had discussed the matter of counterfeiting with Larson who admitted to her that he was “experimenting” with reproducing currency using a personal computer, and was attempting to find the right printer ink and paper to make the notes passable.


After search warrants were executed, LARSON admitted to the manufacture of the counterfeit notes and also admitted passing two of them.  


He faces possible penalties of 20 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 3 years supervised release.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Carl Rostad prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was a cooperative effort between the United States Security Services, Three Forks Police Department, and the Bozeman Police Department.
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