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JOSEPH BUCK BURTCHETT PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Billings, on December 17, 2003, before Senior U.S. District Judge Jack D. Shanstrom, BURTCHETT, a 33-year-old resident of Billings, pled guilty to charges of manufacturing a controlled substance and possession of an unregistered firearm. Sentencing is set for March 24, 2004 at 9:00 a.m. in Billings.


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that on December 10, 2002, law enforcement executed a search warrant on BURTCHETT’s residence and found a methamphetamine lab in operation as well as numerous firearms, including illegally manufactured automatic weapons.


For the charge of manufacturing a controlled substance,  BURTCHETT faces possible penalties of a mandatory 5 to 40 years in prison, a $2,000,000 fine and 4 years supervised release.  For the charge of possession of an unregistered firearm, he faces possible penalties of 10 years in prison, a $10,000 fine, and 3 years supervised release.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Jim Seykora prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was a cooperative effort between the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives, the Federal Bureau of Investigation and the City County Special Investigations Unit located in Billings.
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