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LLOYD JOHN ROMERO PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Billings, on December 18, 2003, before U.S. District Judge Richard F. Cebull, LLOYD JOHN ROMERO, a 19-year-old resident of Billings, pled guilty to charges of possession of a firearm with the serial number removed. Sentencing is set for March 10, 2004, at 11:30 a.m.


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that on November 29, 2002, near Highway 312, ROMERO possessed a Lorcin L025 .25 caliber semi-automatic pistol which had been shipped or transported in interstate or foreign commerce.  ROMERO knew or had reasonable cause to believe that the serial number on the firearm had been removed, obliterated or altered.


He faces possible penalties of 5 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 3 years supervised release.


Special Assistant U.S. Attorney Ed Zink prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was a cooperative effort between the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives and the Montana Highway Patrol.         # # # # #
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