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RUSSELL GERALD ALLISON PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Great Falls, on December 22, 2003, before U.S. District Judge Sam E. Haddon, RUSSELL GERALD ALLISON, a 21-year-old resident of Great Falls, pled guilty to charges of being a felon-in-possession of a firearm. Sentencing is set for March 9, 2004, at Great Falls.


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that on July 13, 2002, while on routine patrol, a Great Falls police officer came upon a disturbance.  Two men were seen running back and forth across a Great Falls intersection.  One of the men told the officer that an occupant of a car observed leaving the area had threatened them with a rifle.  The other fled the scene and was not identified.


The officer gave pursuit, the vehicle stalled and the officer removed ALLISON, the driver, from the car.  Two other officers arrived to assist with the arrest of ALLISON who told the first officer that he was in the neighborhood because some people had tried to fight his cousin and he was going to communicate to those people that they should leave his cousin alone.  ALLISON also said that one of the individuals had asked him to fight.  ALLISON initially told the officer that he did not have a firearm.  He then gave permission for his car to be searched and amended his earlier statement; he did have a rifle in the trunk of the car.  ALLISON admitted showing the rifle in the trunk to deter anyone from harming him, but denied taking it out of the trunk to threaten anyone.  He also said he had the gun in the car because he had been shooting it several days earlier.  The officers retrieved a Marlin, Model 336 SC, .30-.30 caliber lever action rifle and four rounds of ammunition from the trunk of the car.


On October 24, 1999, ALLISON was charged with Negligent Homicide in the shooting of a 14-year-old boy.  ALLISON was 17 but transferred to adult status and convicted, on August 24, 2000, as an adult.  He was sentenced to 10 years in prison with six suspended.  He served 3 and one-half months at a boot camp and was released.


He faces possible penalties of 10 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 3 years supervised release.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Carl Rostad prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the Great Falls Police Department and the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives.
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