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DONNA SHAWL CANTRELL SENTENCED IN U.S. DISTRICT COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Great Falls, December 23, 2003, before U.S. District Judge Sam E. Haddon, DONNA SHAWL CANTRELL appeared for sentencing. CANTRELL was sentenced to a term of:

! 
Prison:  24 years and 2 months on drug charges;







   5 years on firearm charges; sentences to run consecutively

! 
Special Assessment: $400

! 
Supervised Release: 5 years


CANTRELL was convicted, after a seven-day jury trial in August 2003, of charges of conspiracy to distribute methamphetamine; conspiracy to distribute marijuana; possession with intent to distribute methamphetamine and possession of firearms in furtherance of a drug-trafficking charge.  The United States proved at trial that during 1998 and continuing through 2002, near Poplar and Wolf Point, she conspired to distribute 500 grams or more of methamphetamine.  During 1997 and continuing through 2002, near Poplar and Wolf Point, CANTRELL conspired to distribute less than 50 kilograms of marijuana.


On March 5, 2002, in Wolf Point, CANTRELL possessed with intent to distribute approximately 46.6 grams of methamphetamine.


During 1998 and continuing through 2002, near Poplar and Wolf Point, CANTRELL possessed firearms in furtherance of a drug-trafficking crime.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Marcia Hurd prosecuted this case for the United States.


The investigation was a cooperative effort between the Federal Bureau of Investigation, the Fort Peck tribe Criminal Investigations Unit, the Wolf Point Police Department and the Roosevelt County Sheriff’s Office.  This prosecution was part of Operation Dry Prairie I.
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