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AARON KEITH MCINTYRE PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Billings, on December 23, 2003, before U.S. District Judge Richard F. Cebull, AARON KEITH MCINTYRE, a 31-year-old resident of Glendive, pled guilty to violations of the Lacey Act by illegally transporting wildlife in interstate commerce. Sentencing is set for March 19, 2004, at Billings.


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that on May 27, 1999, MCINTYRE approached two United States Fish and Wildlife undercover special agents and asked them whether they were interested in purchasing 3,000 pounds of frozen walleye that a friend had for sale.  MCINTYRE then provided the agent with the phone number of the person who actually possessed the walleye.  In a phone conversation on June 3, 1999, MCINTYRE told one of the undercover agents that he had helped a co-defendant net the walleye.  Subsequently, the special agent contacted the person who possessed the fish, and the walleye picked up at the person’s home.  On June 22, 1999, while the special agent met with MCINTYRE and the other person to pick up the walleye, MCINTYRE once again reiterated that he had helped the other person net the walleye.  Further investigation revealed that neither MCINTYRE nor the other person had licenses nor permission from the State of Montana to sell and walleye.  In fact, the permits they did have state specifically that the fish they stocked could not be sold. 


MCINTYRE faces possible penalties of 5 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 3 years supervised release.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Kris McLean prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the United States Fish and Wildlife Service.
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For a copy of the Offer of Proof contact Beth Binstock at (406) 247-4653
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