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RONNIE JOSEPH STABER SENTENCED IN U.S. DISTRICT COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Missoula, on January 7, 2004, before Chief U.S. District Judge Donald W. Molloy, RONNIE JOSEPH STABER, age 24, appeared for sentencing.  STABER  was sentenced to a term of: 

! 


Prison: 4 years

! 


Special Assessment: $100 

! 


Supervised Release: 3 years

! 


Restitution: $7,743 (for lab clean-up costs)


STABER was sentenced in connection with his guilty plea to conspiracy to manufacture methamphetamine.  He is a resident of Missoula. 


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that STABER conspired with another person for the purpose of manufacturing methamphetamine.  On December 13, 2002, an informant advised law enforcement of the presence of a methamphetamine lab at a residence in Missoula.  The informant also stated that the residents at that dwelling were making, using, and selling methamphetamine.  The informant identified the residents as Ronnie and Rebecca STABER, and described the vehicles driven by the STABERs.  The informant further warned Montana Department of Criminal Investigations Region 3 agents that there were weapons in the back bedroom of the house where the lab was located.  


On February 18, 2003 at 2:00 p.m., a Montana Department of Criminal Investigations agent, together with the High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area Task Force (HIDTA), served a search warrant at the residence in Missoula.  The search resulted in the discovery and seizure of items of evidentiary value, including drugs and precursors, paraphernalia, glassware, documentary evidence, methamphetamine, methamphetamine residue as well as many of the substances that constitute precursor chemicals that are consistent with a clandestine methamphetamine laboratory.  Photographs were also taken at the scene.   


Assistant U.S. Attorney Lori Suek prosecuted this case for the United States.


The investigation was a cooperative effort between the Missoula Police Department, the Montana Department of Criminal Investigations and the Missoula High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area Unit.

For a copy of the Offer of Proof contact Beth Binstock at 406/247-4653

# # # # #

_1106563383.bin

