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WILLIAM THOMAS LOW SENTENCED IN U.S. DISTRICT COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Great Falls, on January 7, 2004, before U.S. District Judge Sam E. Haddon, WILLIAM THOMAS LOW appeared for sentencing.  LOW was sentenced to a term of: 

! 


Prison: 2 years and 9 months

! 


Special Assessment: $100

! 


Supervised Release: 3 years


LOW was sentenced in connection with his guilty plea to charges of importation of marijuana and forfeiture. On June 13, 2003, agents of the Bureau of Customs and Border Protection (BCBP) Border Patrol detected an illegal entry into the United States from Canada at an area known as Four Buttes, approximately six miles west of the Scobey Port of Entry. A white GMC pickup approached the Border Patrol agents.  The vehicle matched the general description of a vehicle suspected of a previous illegal entry into the United States, which had occurred between the ports of entry. 


The Border Patrol  initiated a traffic stop of the vehicle approximately one half mile south of French Lane on the Four Buttes Road. The sole occupant of the vehicle was identified as LOW, a Canadian citizen.  LOW informed the Border Patrol agent  that he had been attempting to find a way back to British Columbia, Canada, after finding the Scobey Port of Entry closed.  


The Border Patrol agent asked LOW for consent to search the interior of the vehicle which LOW granted.  Inside the back of the pickup several bags were discovered containing approximately 153 pounds, gross weight, of a green leafy substance which later field tested positive for marijuana.  LOW was  arrested. 


During transport to the Plentywood Border Patrol Station for processing, LOW admitted that he was unable to find work in Canada and was bringing drugs across the border while he looked for work.  LOW also stated that this was the second time that he had transported drugs into the United States.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Carl Rostad prosecuted this case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the Bureau of Customs and Border Protection (BCPB) Border Patrol.
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