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AARON CARL LAMERE PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Great Falls, on January 7, 2004, before U.S. District Judge Sam E. Haddon, AARON CARL LAMERE pled guilty to charges of theft from a tribal organization. Sentencing is set for April 15, 2004 at 8:30 a.m.


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that on October 26, 2001, the Havre Police Department responded to a dispatch call at First Bank in Havre (currently U.S. Bank).  LAMERE was at the bank attempting to cash a $20,000 check from the Chippewa Cree Tribal Programs account.  The check was endorsed by the tribal chairman and a council member, but appeared forged.  The check was made out to “Thomson, St. Jake.”  LAMERE had provided the bank with a false identification card for “Thompson St. Jake” when he presented the check to the teller.  


LAMERE was interviewed and admitted that he was given the check by a co-defendant.  His instructions, per the co-defendant, were to cash the check and then give the co-defendant the money.  LAMERE admitted that he knew the co-defendant had stolen checks from the tribe.


He faces possible penalties of 5 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 3 years supervised release.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Lori Suek prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the Federal Bureau of Investigation.
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