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JAMES RILEY HENDERSHOT SENTENCED IN U.S. DISTRICT COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Missoula, on January 8, 2004, before Chief U.S. District Judge Donald W. Molloy, JAMES RILEY HENDERSHOT, age 32, appeared for sentencing.  HENDERSHOT was sentenced to a term of: 

! 


Prison: 4 years, 8 months

! 


Special Assessment: $300 

! 


Supervised Release: 3 years

! 


Restitution: $5,442.43 (For lab clean-up and stolen pills)


HENDERSHOT was sentenced in connection with his guilty plea to conspiracy to manufacture methamphetamine.  He is a resident of Great Falls.  In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that from November, 2002, through April, 2003, in Missoula, Great Falls and other areas, HENDERSHOT and others entered into an agreement to manufacture methamphetamine.  The government would prove that HENDERSHOT was provided necessary precursor pseudoephedrine by another person.  This person obtained the precursor from his girlfriend who was an employee of a medical supply company in Missoula, where she had access to pseudoephedrine.  The girlfriend diverted pseudoephedrine pills from her employer and provided them to her boyfriend, who in turn provided them to HENDERSHOT and others to use in manufacturing methamphetamine.


On March 4, 2003, HENDERSHOT’s residence in Great Falls was searched.  Evidence of the manufacture of methamphetamine was recovered, including methamphetamine, to show that methamphetamine was actually manufactured with the pseudoephedrine pills.  The pseudoephedrine pills recovered from the residence were identified as originating from the medical supply company for whom the girlfriend worked.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Josh Van de Wetering prosecuted this case for the United States.


The investigation was a cooperative effort between the Great Falls Police Department and the High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area Task Force.
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