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LEVI MEIDINGER AND BENJAMIN PHIPPS SENTENCED IN U.S. DISTRICT COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Billings, on January 8, 2004, before U.S. District Judge Richard F. Cebull, LEVI MEIDINGER and BENJAMIN PHIPPS appeared for sentencing. 


MEIDENGER was sentenced to a term of: 

! 


Prison: 3 years, 1 month

! 


Special Assessment: $100

! 


Supervised Release: 6 years


PHIPPS was sentenced to a term of:

! 


Prison: 4 years

! 


Special Assessment: $100

! 


Supervised Release: 6 years


Both MEIDENGER and PHIPPS were sentenced in connection with their guilty plea to conspiracy to distribute methamphetamine to persons under 21 years of age and distribution of methamphetamine to persons under age 21.


During the period alleged in the indictment MEIDINGER and PHIPPS, on numerous occasions, purchased methamphetamine together and provided user quantities of methamphetamine to high school students in the Miles City area.  MEIDINGER and PHIPPS purchased the methamphetamine from other sources, often pooling their money to obtain a larger quantity for a better price.  MEIDINGER and PHIPPS would then either gave or sold the methamphetamine to various juvenile females who would come to their residence in Miles City to obtain the drugs and use the drugs.  


Assistant U.S. Attorneys March Hurd and Josh Van de Wetering prosecuted this case for the United States.


The investigation was a conducted by the Montana Department of Criminal Investigations..
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