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INFORMATIONAL: FEDERAL COURT ARRAIGNMENTS

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today 

that after a federal court session in Missoula,  on January 8, 2004, before U.S. Magistrate Judge Lief B. Erickson, the following individuals were arraigned:


ELIZABETH BARKER appeared on charges of wire fraud.  The court has set a date for a trial for February 23, 2004.  BARKER is a 35-year-old resident of Helena.   She is currently released on her own recognizance with conditions.   If convicted of this charge BARKER faces penalties of 20 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 3 years supervised release.  Assistant U.S. Attorney Kurt G. Alme is the prosecutor for the United States. 

MITCHELL K. CHAPMAN appeared on charges of possession of a sawed-off shotgun.  The court has set a date for a preliminary pretrial conference for January 15, 2004. CHAPMAN is an 18-year-old resident of Missoula.   He is currently detained.   If convicted of this charge CHAPMAN faces penalties of 10 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 3 years supervised release.  Assistant U.S. Attorney Kris A. McLean is the prosecutor for the United States.  The investigation was conducted by the Missoula Police Department and the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives.


DUNCAN WILLIAM EDWARDS appeared on charges of bankruptcy fraud.  The court has set a date for a preliminary pretrial conference for January 15, 2004. EDWARDS is a 59-year-old resident of Siloam Springs, Arkansas.   He is currently released on his own recognizance with conditions.   If convicted of this charge EDWARDS faces penalties of 5 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 3 years supervised release.  U.S. Attorney Bill Mercer is the prosecutor for the United States. 


BLAINE TRAVIS FIFIELD made an initial appearance on complaints of felon in possession of a firearm and unlawful user of a controlled substance in possession of a firearm.  The court has set a date for a preliminary pretrial conference for January 15, 2004. FIFIELD is a 21-year-old resident of Whitefish.  He is currently detained.   If convicted of the charge of felon in possession of a firearm, FIFIELD faces penalties of 10  years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 3 years supervised release.  If convicted of the charge of unlawful user of a controlled substance in possession of a firearm, FIFIELD faces penalties of 10 years in prison, a $250,000 fine, and 3 years supervised release.  Assistant U.S. Attorney Kris A. McLean is the prosecutor for the United States.  The investigation was conducted by the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives.


VICTOR SALAZAR-GARCIA appeared on charges of illegal re-entry of a previously deported alien.  The court has set a date for a preliminary pretrial conference for January 15, 2004. SALAZAR-GARCIA is a 35-year-old resident of Mexico.   He is currently detained.  If convicted of this charge SALAZAR-GARCIA faces penalties of 2 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 3 years supervised release.  Assistant U.S. Attorney Kris A. McLean is the prosecutor for the United States.  The investigation was conducted by Bureau of Immigration and Customs Enforcement.


All the defendants pled not guilty to the charges.


The charge, an indictment, information or complaint, is merely an accusation and all persons named as defendants are presumed innocent until proven guilty.  A pre-trial conference and a trial date will be set and the United States will be required to prove the allegations set forth in the indictment beyond a reasonable doubt.
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