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RALPH LEE JACK PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Billings, on January 8, 2004, before U.S. District Judge Richard F. Cebull, RALPH LEE JACK, a 45-year-old resident of Billings, pled guilty to charges of social security fraud. Sentencing is set for April 15, 2004 at 9:00 a.m.


JACK acknowledged that between August 1999 until April 2003, in Billings, he knowingly made false statements and representations of a material fact for use in determining his rights to benefits of the Social Security Act.  On a Statement for Determining Continuing Eligibility for SSI Payments, and in various other written and verbal statements, JACK stated that he was not employed and received no income of any kind, when in fact he was employed at Corridor Exxon.  This employment and income affected his eligibility to receive Supplemental Security Income benefits from the Social Security Administration.


He faces possible penalties of 5 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 3 years supervised release.


U.S. Attorney Bill Mercer prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the Inspector General’s Office for the Social Security Administration.
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