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MARY KAY PRENTICE PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Billings, on January 9, 2004, before U.S. District Judge Richard F. Cebull, MARY KAY PRENTICE pled guilty to charges of conspiracy to distribute methamphetamine. Sentencing is set for April 15, at 9:30 a.m. 


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that in December 2002 Missouri River Drug Task Force agents and agents from the Drug Enforcement Administration were conducting a drug trafficking investigation in the Bozeman area.  An informant supplied information against PRENTICE and on approximately December 17, 2002, made a purchase of 1/8 ounce of methamphetamine from PRENTICE.  Other controlled purchases were made from PRENTICE until March 28, 2003, when Missouri River Drug Task Force agents executed a search warrant on PRENTICE’s residence in Belgrade, Montana.  Approximately 11 ounces of methamphetamine were seized during this search.


Further investigation lead to the arrest of the PRENTICE’s suppliers from the Yakima, Washington area.


Telephone records were found that linked PRENTICE to drug suspects from the Yakima, Washington area in other ongoing cases.


During the period of the conspiracy PRENTICE was responsible for more than 500 grams of a mixture or substance containing a detectable amount of methamphetamine.  A forensic test showed that the methamphetamine bought or seized from PRENTICE contained a detectable amount of methamphetamine.  Further, tape recordings were made of controlled buys from PRENTICE by undercover agents conducting the buys.


She faces possible penalties of 10 years to life in prison, a $4,000,000 fine and 5 years supervised release.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Joshua S. Van De Wetering prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by Drug Enforcement Administration and the Mission River Drug Task Force.
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For a copy of the Offer of Proof contact Beth Binstock at (406) 247-4653
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