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JASON MICKELSON SENTENCED IN U.S. DISTRICT COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Billings, on January 14, 2004, before Senior U.S. District Judge Jack D. Shanstrom, JASON MICKELSON, a 38-year-old resident of Billings, appeared for sentencing.  MICKELSON was sentenced to a term of: 

! 


Prison: Distribution of child pornography - 2 years, 9 months




            Possession of child pornography - 2 years, 9 months




            Sentences to run concurrently

! 


Special Assessment: $200 

! 


Supervised Release: 3 years


MICKELSON was sentenced in connection with his guilty plea to distribution of child pornography and possession of child pornography.  MICKELSON also agreed to forfeiture of computer equipment that was used when he committed those crimes.  


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that in January of 2001, U.S. Customs in San Francisco arrested the head of the Russian child pornography organization, Blue Orchid.  Blue Orchid produced male child pornography in Russia for distribution worldwide.  During a search of this individual’s residence, a document titled “Wish list for Jason” was found.  During questioning, the individual admitted that he knew MICKELSON and that he had distributed child pornography to him.  The items on the “wish list” were items sought by MICKELSON for further redistribution.           


In March of 2002, a search warrant was executed at the residence of an individual in Brunswick, Ohio.  Found during that search was a mailing envelope from MICKELSON.  When questioned, the person from Ohio acknowledged that MICKELSON had distributed child pornography to him, and that MICKELSON had posted child pornography on the Internet.


During a search of MICKELSON’s residence in November of 2002, numerous items of child pornography were located in computer format.  During questioning, MICKELSON acknowledged that he had been involved in the distribution, receipt and possession of child pornography.  MICKELSON acknowledged using the items contained in the forfeiture count to facilitate his distribution, receipt and possession of child pornography.

           Assistant U.S. Attorney Marcia Hurd prosecuted this case for the United States.


The investigation was a cooperative effort between the Bureau of Immigration and Customs Enforcement and the Internal Revenue Service Criminal Investigation Division.

# # #

For a copy of the Offer of Proof contact Beth Binstock at 406/247-4653
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