	
[image: image1.png]



	 
	Department of Justice

United States Attorney
District of Montana
	 

	



	WILLIAM W. MERCER
UNITED STATES ATTORNEY
	 
	P.O. Box 1478
Billings, Montana 59103
	(406) 657-6101 


NEWS RELEASE 

	FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

	CONTACT:
	William W. Mercer
United States Attorney for the
District of Montana
(406) 247-4639



TREVOR JASON BJERKE SENTENCED IN U.S. DISTRICT COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Billings, on January 14, 2004, before Senior U.S. District Judge Jack D. Shanstrom, TREVOR JASON BJERKE, a 25-year-old resident of Bozeman, appeared for sentencing.  BJERKE  was sentenced to a term of: 

! 


Prison:  Coercion and Enticement - 5 years




             Possession of Child Pornography - 5 years




             Sentences to run concurrently

! 


Special Assessment: $200 

! 


Supervised Release: 3 years


BJERKE was sentenced in connection with his guilty plea to coercion and enticement and possession of child pornography. In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that in May of 2003, a special agent with the Federal Bureau of Investigation was working undercover in an Internet chat room posing as a 14-year-old girl, when he was contacted by BJERKE.  BJERKE and the “girl” engaged in several conversations that ultimately led to BJERKE’s discussion of sexual acts with the “girl.”  Ultimately, BJERKE arranged to meet the “girl” in Billings to have sex with her.


On May 9, 2003 BJERKE traveled from Bozeman to Billings to meet with the “girl” for sex.  BJERKE used a cell phone to call “her” and brought along a digital camera he intended to use to take photographs.  When BJERKE arrived at the meeting site, he was arrested.  


BJERKE admitted that he had traveled from Bozeman to Billings to have sex with a girl he believed to be fourteen years of age.  Law enforcement agents seized the computer BJERKE had used to chat and found that it contained numerous items of child pornography, including videos.  The children depicted in the pornographic items were clearly children under the age of eighteen, and many were clearly prepubescent and engaged in sexually explicit conduct.





Assistant U.S. Attorney Marcia Hurd prosecuted this case for the United States.


The investigation was a conducted by the Federal Bureau of Investigation.
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