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ISRAEL STUART STRINGER SENTENCED IN U.S. DISTRICT COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Great Falls, on January 15, 2004, before U.S. District Judge San E. Haddon, ISRAEL STUART STRINGER appeared for sentencing. STRINGER was sentenced to a term of: 

! 


Prison: 1 ½ years

! 


Special Assessment: $100 

! 


Supervised Release: 3 years


STRINGER was sentenced in connection with his guilty plea to being an unlawful drug user in possession of a firearm.  This case is another prosecution reality from Project Safe Neighborhoods, a national priority of the U.S. Department of Justice.  In Montana, the effort between federal, state and local law enforcement is called “Catch and No Release.”  In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that on May 19, 2002, at approximately 12:00 a.m., Great Falls police officers were dispatched to a convenience store on 10th Avenue South to interview the victim of a gunshot wound.  The officers observed what appeared to be a superficial gunshot wound on the person’s neck.  Also present at the scene were numerous individuals, including STRINGER.  The officers learned that earlier that night, the person had been shot at STRINGER’s residence.  Allegedly, a gunman opened the front door of STRINGER’ s house and fired one shot before the person could close the door.


After speaking with the individuals at the scene, the officers learned that the person, STRINGER, and others were smoking marijuana while at STRINGER’s residence.  After searching the trunk of the person’s car, impounded at the scene, officers recovered a Smith and Wesson .38 caliber snub-nose revolver, a Ruger .22 caliber pistol, a 7.62 x 39 caliber rifle, 10 rounds of rifle ammunition, 13 rounds of .38 caliber ammunition; and approximately 162 grams of marijuana.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Lori Suek prosecuted this case for the United States.


The investigation was a cooperative effort between the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives and the Great Falls Police Department.
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