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DEVINA MARIE NO RUNNER PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Great Falls, on January 14, 2004, before U.S. District Judge Sam E. Haddon, NO RUNNER, a 25-year-old resident of Browning, pled guilty to charges of second degree murder. Sentencing is set for May 3, 2004, at 2:30 p.m.


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that the offense occurred in Browning, which is within the exterior boundaries of the Blackfeet Indian Reservation, and that NO RUNNER and co-defendant Clarence Lester Bird Rattler are enrolled members of the Blackfeet Tribe of Indians.  Bird Rattler was sentenced for his part in the crime on December 9, 2003.


A special agent with the Federal Bureau of Investigation would testify that on April 20, 2002, Bird Rattler escaped from the Blackfeet Tribal Jail.  NO RUNNER admitted she met Bird Rattler after his escape and that they proceeded to the home of Bird Rattler’s mother.  His mother then transported the duo to the residence of her daughter, who was out of town.  The daughter was married to the victim, Ernest Arrow Top Knot, Jr.


At approximately 7:00 a.m. pm April 21, 2002, NO RUNNER and Bird Rattler returned to his mother’s home.  Bird Rattler’s mother stated that he had blood on him and stated “We killed Sonny.”  His mother then drove NO RUNNER and Bird Rattler back to Arrow Top Knot’s residence, where she found Arrow Top Knot dead in the kitchen area.


Bird Rattler’s mother subsequently drove NO RUNNER and Bird Rattler to another location, then notified the authorities of Arrow Top Knot’s death.  Authorities apprehended both NO RUNNER and Bird Rattler later on April 21, 2002.  The FBI special agent interviewed NO RUNNER and Bird Rattler several times about the murder, and both ultimately confessed to their culpability for the murder.


She faces possible penalties of life in prison, a $250,000 fine and 5 years supervised release.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Joseph E. Thaggard prosecuted this case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the Federal Bureau of Investigation.
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