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BRIAN LEE PETERSCHICK PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Great Falls, on January 14, 2004, before U.S. District Judge Sam E. Haddon, BRIAN LEE PETERSCHICK, a 33-year-old resident of Lewistown, pled guilty to charges of conspiracy to manufacture methamphetamine. Sentencing is set for May 3, 2004, at 1:30 p.m.


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that during the spring and summer of 2003, the Fergus County Sheriff’s Office began receiving information about the manufacture of methamphetamine by a group of individuals in Lewistown.  On May 10, 2003, PETERSCHICK advised a sergeant with the Fergus County Sheriff’s Office that he had witnessed a co-defendant using methamphetamine within the last week.  PETERSCHICK also advised he had known the co-defendant for several years and had used illegal drugs with him on several occasions at the co-defendant’s residence.  


PETERSCHICK admitted that he had visited the residence several times on May 10th, and that the co-defendant had offered him methamphetamine.  PETERSCHICK was arrested during May 2003, for violation of probation conditions.  He admitted to using methamphetamine supplied by the co-defendant.  A urine sample confirmed that PETERSCHICK had used methamphetamine. 



After additional investigation involving another co-defendant, law enforcement obtained a search warrant for a co-defendant’s residence, and executed it on July 9, 2003.  The co-defendant was in the process of making methamphetamine at the time of the search.  The co-defendant admitted to manufacturing methamphetamine not only at his residence, but at several locations on Forest Service land near Lewistown.


On July 16, 2003, PETERSCHICK was interviewed again.  During this interview, PETERSCHICK admitted to helping the co-defendant manufacture methamphetamine.   


He faces possible penalties of 20 years in prison, a $1,000,000 fine and 3 years supervised release.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Lori Suek prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was a cooperative effort between the United States Forest Service and the Fergus County Sheriff’s Office.
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