
	
[image: image1.png]



	 
	Department of Justice

United States Attorney
District of Montana
	 

	



	WILLIAM W. MERCER
UNITED STATES ATTORNEY
	 
	P.O. Box 1478
Billings, Montana 59103
	(406) 657-6101 


NEWS RELEASE 

	FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

	CONTACT:
	William W. Mercer
United States Attorney for the
District of Montana
(406) 247-4639



INFORMATIONAL: FEDERAL COURT ARRAIGNMENTS

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today 

that after a federal court session in Billings,  on January 16, 2004, before U.S. Magistrate  Judge Richard W. Anderson, the following individuals were arraigned:


ORREN MAX DAWES appeared on charges of possession of a firearm with an obliterated serial number.  DAWES is a 43-year-old resident of Lodge Grass.   He is currently released on his own recognizance with conditions.   If convicted of this charge DAWES faces penalties of 5 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 3 years supervised release.  Assistant U.S. Attorney Klaus P. Richter is the prosecutor for the United States.  The investigation was conducted by the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives.


VINCENTE FERNANDEZ GUTIERREZ appeared on 3 counts of distribution of marijuana.  GUTIERREZ is a 50-year-old resident of Billings.  He is currently released on his own recognizance with conditions.   If convicted of this charge GUTIERREZ faces penalties of 5 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 2 years supervised release for each count.  Assistant U.S. Attorney Ed Laws is the prosecutor for the United States.  The investigation was a cooperative effort between the Billings Police Department, the Big Horn County Sheriff’s Office and the Bureau of Indian Affairs.


LYNDA FRENCH appeared on charges of possession with intent to distribute methamphetamine and possession with intent to distribute marijuana.  FRENCH is a 42-year-old resident of Livingston.   She is currently released on her own recognizance with conditions.   If convicted of the charge of possession with intent to distribute methamphetamine, FRENCH faces penalties of 40 years in prison, a $2,000,000 fine and 4 years supervised release.  If convicted of the charge of possession with intent to distribute marijuana, FRENCH faces penalties of 5 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 2 years supervised release.  Assistant U.S. Attorney Ed Laws is the prosecutor for the United States.


SEAN THREE IRONS appeared on charges of involuntary manslaughter.  THREE IRONS is a 34-year-old resident of Crow Agency.   He is currently released on his own recognizance with conditions.   If convicted of this charge THREE IRONS faces penalties of 6 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 3 years supervised release.  Assistant U.S. Attorney Klaus P. Richter is the prosecutor for the United States.  The investigation was a cooperative effort between the Federal Bureau of Investigation and the Bureau of Indian Affairs.


MARK ANTHONY MILLS appeared on charges of sexual exploitation of children.  If convicted of that offense, MILLS shall forfeit to the United States property that was used to commit the offense.  MILLS is a 28-year-old resident of Plainsville, Georgia.   He is currently released on his own recognizance with conditions.   If convicted of this charge MILLS faces penalties of 20 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 3 years supervised release.  Assistant U.S. Attorney Marcia Hurd is the prosecutor for the United States.  The investigation was conducted by the Federal Bureau of Investigation.


All the defendants pled not guilty to the charges.


The charge, an indictment, information or complaint, is merely an accusation and all persons named as defendants are presumed innocent until proven guilty.  A pre-trial conference and a trial date will be set and the United States will be required to prove the allegations set forth in the indictment beyond a reasonable doubt.
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